
 
 
3rd paragraph: Hideaki Hirata, a professor of Hosei University (Japan) basically agrees with the ideas of Mr. Bergheim, but 
some of them would be very difficult to realize, given the nature of Japanese society. So, before discussing immigration, the 
government needs to improve and expand education and training services for the sake of minimizing the unemployment 
rate, which is still higher than historical average. Japanese society is also anxious about the increase in crimes due to the 
increases in immigration. So, opening the door to immigration will be quite difficult, and he guesses politicians try to skip 
this problem in order not to decrease the number of votes to them. Introducing competitive environment is really important, 
but at this point, what Mr. Bergheim proposes would be hardly realized. The disadvantage of English fluency is serious. In 
Japan, this issue has long been discussed, but no good solutions have come. For foreign companies, this is not so easy entry 
to the market, partly due to the language problem. In addition, very detailed research on Japanese consumers and business 
are required for profitable entry. For example, Carrefour, a French retail store could not succeed in Japan. 


